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FALL--THE SEASON OF THE SWEATER 


1983 has already been dubbed the "Year of the Sweater," and with the 
new colors and yarn textures for Fall, the sweater should leave. its 
mark upon every wardrobe. Executive women have finally discovered 
the two-piece knit dress as an alternative to suits or sportswear, 
and sweater separates to update the suit look. New looks include: 
the sweater coat, broader or dropped shoulder, full, deep sleeves, 
lean through the waist and hips, perfect for any season outerwear. 
The vest appears layered and oversized to wear over other sweaters. 
The cardigan stages a comeback in blouson styling, and V-neck with 
low button closing. Night sweater dressing is slinky, glamorous, 
simple and jazzy in dresses that sparkle with jewels, shimmering 
yarns, or lace. The silhouette is big...necklines are bateau, fun- 
nel, split side cowl, the crew. Sleeves are puffed, dropped, and 
dolman; or balloon shaped with T-squared shoulders. 





COLORS: the brights--green, royal blue, purple, fuchsia, teal and 
turquoise are leading. White and black remain the classics. Light 
grey and pastels--pink, blue, mauve, peach, mint, sage...yellow will 
become important...make a _ strong showing, especially for holiday. 
Burgundy and wine have returned this Fall. 


YARN INTEREST is developed in a play of texture and stitches. The 
newest look to yarn is long and hairy, always soft and never flat. 
Plated yarns supply the full look--yarn twisted with angora on top 
for a luxurious pile. Mohair, acrylic/chenille, tweed yarns in 
mixed fibers with flecks of color, angora and silk blends are 
strong. Newest for holiday--speckled yarns. And continuing for the 
classic and preppy look...shetlands, cashmere, lambswool. Stitches 
are the classic 2x2,  jacquards,  intarsias, pointelle effects, 
argyles, geometric patterns,’ drop stitches, and crochet looks. 
Button details--pearl, pewter, or covered. 


ADRIENNE VITTADINI: sophisticated sportswear with Japanese and eth- 


nic — influences. Crew-neck, cropped, boat-neck, and _ cardigan 
sweaters are diversified with color, pattern, and yarn--all with a 
geometric trend. Intarsia look in black, grey and cream _ Italian 


tweed. Paco tweed with yarn flecks in domino, checkerboard and rec- 
tangles. Double knits in dry wool ribbed stitching, in rouge, mid- 
night, ultra marine and black...can be matched in the sweater, 
skirt, cardigan, or dress. Career look in silk/wool or lambswool/ 


15% angora. Novelty tweeds with raised stitching, popcorn § stitch 
and _intarsia. Evening sweaters in lambswool/angora with lace or 


beading...black is the color. 
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MARISA CHRISTINA silk/wool blend is top 
category in V-neck oversized T-shape ‘tunic 
with wide sleeves, cable stitch trim, or 
classic turtleneck. Reefer coat with shawl 
collar in natural or grey. Merino wool is 
highlighted with Fuji silk trim in kimono 
and cape to wear with cardigan and pullover. 
Matching skirt and quilted jacket are in new 
textured intarsia tweed in cocoa/navy. Fine 
suede pants in grey, burgundy, moss, and 
black coordinate with sweaters in chenille, 
silk/angora, kid mohair, and ragg wool. 


CRESCENDOE leads with a silk/angora collec- 
tion in a= split cowl, crew-neck vest with 
deep armhole, asymmetric closing cardigan. 
Hearts and flowers grow on a crew-neck vest 
or shawl cardigan in  acrylic/mohair. Pop- 
corn and pansies have a_ hand-loomed look 
with birdseye detail in cardigan, vest and 
crew-neck. Bluejay, blackberry, plum, and 
heather grey are leading colors. Big skimp 
is kicky in black/pink giraffe knit. 


THE EAGLE'S EYE features a line of shetland 
crew and cable’ knits with fun, novelty 
motifs. Puffed sleeve jacquard crew sports 
a framed angora teddy bear or grazing sheep, 
best in oatmeal. Scandinavian look sweater 
in brights & . pastels, (blue/purple/green) 
with mandarin collar and three-button 
placket. Jacquard hearts adorn soft angora 
crew in bright fuchsia/navy/purple. 


IRENE FATIGATI handknits and crochets in 
classic styles...snowflake pattern with tear 
drop trim, leg o'mutton sleeves, pretzel and 
braided necklines. Cotton stripes are icy 
pastels--peach, white, and lavender. Mohair/ 
wool and _  angora/cotton give a tweedy 
look, many with pointelle stitches. 


I1.B. DIFFUSION sweater jackets in wool 
blends and wool/mohair tweed don raglan 
sleeves, padded shoulders, and shawl 
collars. Italian mohair in 3/4 coat with 
fringed scarf. Ribbed stitched tweed jacket 
with raglan sleeves. Silk/angora _ pullover 
sweaters with pointelle, trapunto and cable 
designs Also, dolman sleeves and pearl but- 
ton trim...natural, silver, charcoal, black, 
teal, plum, sapphire...fuchsia strongest. 


1.Q.: Cotton continues for Fall in saddle 
stitched tweeds with cable front, jewel 
neck, or polo. shirt. The fisherman knit 
appears in an acrylic/cotton vest or roll 
neck sweater. Shetland goes heathery or 
marbled in cable knit, crew, vest and long 
cardigan. Jacquards and argyles come _ in 
vest and jewel neck styles--pastels of blue/ 





turquoise, ivory/peach. Single-ply cashmere 
in a high turtle, sweatshirt, ascot and cowl. 


IRKA II uses long haired angora, Italian cut 


chenille, and  mohair/chenille to create a 
sophisticated look in vests, cardigans, and 
crew-neck pullovers with dimple _ sleeves. 
The kimono look takes on a French tweed 
effect in hand knit aqua dropped shoulder, 
shawl collar, double-breasted cardigan with 
leather buttons. Soft looks in __ brushed, 
flecked English yarn in a pullover, crew and 
vest. Silk/angora sweater hand-embroidered 
in starburst or dot trim. Colors: grey, 
pink, camel, aqua, rust, purple, white. 


MARIEA KIM 20 ANS KNITS has captured the 


color spectrum in boucle, acrylic/chenille, 
chenille, and shetland in a 12-color striped 
sweater, jiffy and novelty  jacquards in 
classic crew-necks, dolman_ sleeved  pullo- 
vers, intarsia roses and needlepoint looks. 


LYLE & SCOTT revives the cashmere twin set 


for a new-again look in pastels and 
neutrals, while the sweatshirt is dressed up 
in cashmere or _ lambswool. Perfect for 
anytime-—-a long two-pocket buttonless cash- 
mere cardigan, and loose dolman _— sleeve 
pullover with cowl that converts to a hood. 
Lambswool blouson jacket with rib trim pairs 
perfectly with slim pull-on mock wrap skirt 
in black, wine, khaki, spruce, and white. 


PGE shows sweater coats in waist and 3/4 
lengths. Tweed waiter's jacket, blazer, and 
kite jacket. All in mohair/nylon/acrylic 
--natural, black, charcoal, taupe, blue. 





JEANNE PIERRE emphasizes the textured look 


in super-angora with a_ slouchy puff-sleeve 
cardigan and bateau neck, dimple _ sleeve 
sweater in grey/taupe/purple. A silk/wool 
tweed argyle vest mixes pastels and earth 
tones for a fresh look. The outerwear look 
is knit in a broad shouldered, puff-sleeve 
mohair jacket fitted at the waist in camel 
or purple. The cardigan sports a rib-front 
deep shawl collar in beige or grey; also 
double-breasted cable cardigan in lavender, 
grey, natural, or rose silk/angora. 


JENNIFER REED: Strong hand-knit and crochet 
collection in cotton and wool blends, cool 
neutral looks. Space-dyed nubby_ sweater 
goes abstract in turquoise/purple/black 
bateau neck. Slouch vest  hand-knit in 
3-button winter white/silver/fawn; zig-zag 
argyle with cotton feel in silver/fawn/ 
carnation. Bold warp knit double-breasted 
plaid mohair vest striking in brights, also 
in extended sleeve pullover. 


MILAN READY-TO-WEAR: VIVA L'ELEGANZIA 


After a long siege of retro looks, medieval 
whimsies and casual wear-at-every-hour, 
Italian designers are concentrating on ele- 
gant, beautifully tailored, feminine clothes. 

And with RTW prices more or less what Alta 
Moda prices once were, the choice is as much 
economic as it is creative. If women are 
going to spend the money, they want clothes 
that look the part. 


Start Off With Coats: Out of grace for much 
too long, coats are the new Cinderellas of 
the season. Wide and swingy or lean and 
skinny, they come in everything from dashing 


coachman styles and fitted redingotes to 
buttonless dusters and giant blankets. 
Preferred length--mid-calf. Mannish _ over- 


coat in peach wool melton--GIORGIO ARMANI. 
Black/white checked wool with half moon 
shoulders--BYBLOS. Kimono shaping and super 
shawl collaring--ENRICA MASSEI. Blankety 


throw of knitted fleece-—MISSONI. Easy 
duster in knockout plaid cashmere--LAURA 
BIAGIOTTI. Linear, double-face check, and 


tweed--GIANFRANCO FERRE. 


Dressing Means Dresses: Perfect companions 


for coats, dresses are lean and . beltless 
and curve in the right places, or widely 


cinched over swirly circle _ skirts. Hip- 
wrapped sheath of buttery angora--LAURA 
BIAGIOTTI. Bias-cut pullover in graphic- 


patterned jersey--ERREUNO. Tucked, white 
flannel coatdress--LAURA BIAGIOTTI. Black 
jersey tube with standup tweed 
collar--GIANNI VERSACE. 


Suits Mean Shaped: Jackets close in, skirts 
are skinny and slit. Midi lengths put in an 
occasional showing. Leather hobble © skirt 
with mannish tweed jacket--GENNY. "Victor, 
Victoria" tuxedo with plunge neckline in 
black/white satin--LUCIANO SOPRANI. Suede 
hacking jacket plus tweed  midi--FENDI. 
Pinstriped bellhop jacket over white 
blouse--ANDRE LAUG. Black rubber (yes, 
rubber) circle skirt under patchwork 
blouson--KRIZIA. 


Do Turn Your Back: the back of the necks and 
shoulders are new erogenous zones for fall. 
For late-day, necklines plunge on_ torsos, 
are pleated, draped, rounded, or _blouson. 
Slinky, backless T-shirt sparked with metro- 
polis motif embroidery--KRIZIA. Black crepe 
sheath with hood converting to deep 
cowl--BASILE. 


The Knit Knack: Geometric and graphic pat- 


terns, contrast intarsias, bright colors, 
buttery cashmeres, angoras, = lambswools. 
Super-chevrons, rectangles, in bi-color wool 
and chenille--ALBERTINA. Giant _ tartan 
plaid in_ brilliant violet, cerise, green— 
MISSONI. Cuddly teddy bear motifs-—-KRIZIA. 
Lucid/opaque, lame/wool herringbone-MISSONI. 


Fabric Forecast: Loads of mannish tweeds and 
checks--CALLAGHAN, ARMANI, GENNY. Classic 
grey and white flannels--BIAGIOTTI. Knockout 
blanket plaids and tartans--BIAGIOTTI. 
Negative/positive, two-tone treatments-BYBLOS. 
For evening, supple jerseys and crepes drape 
the figure--BASILE, VERSACE. Delicate 
floral prints--VERSACE. Sexy transparencies 


_in silk georgette and organdy--KRIZIA. 


Color Means No Color: Black and white combos 
reign supreme. Also, either color solo. 
Grey and brown finish a_ close _ third. 


Brilliant accents, especially in knits, of 
turquoise, cerise, violet, green, teal. 
Many two-tone, positive/negative effects: 


sleeves divided in two 
contrast with fronts, skirts 
Very linear, graphic effects. 


Accessories Add The Finishing Touch: Low 
heels for day, but watch evening heights— 


the. sexy, high heel pump in black suede. 
grosgrain or leather is a _ must. Slits or 
Skirts put legs back in focus: stockings 
hold the stage in sheer deniers often color 
matched to _ outfits. Black is number one 
choice in diamond, lace and chevron tex- 
tures. Belts are best when high, wide anc 
handsome in crushy  suedes, self fabrics. 
snappy reptiles. Hats are in and brimmed is 
the keyword. Lots of heavy gold jewelry: 
chunky, rigid bracelets studded with gems; 
geometric pins and earrings. 


colors, back: 
with  bodices. 





INTERNATIONAL FABRIC FAIR 


The International Fabric Fair will be  helc 
in New York City on April 26-28. Presenting 
fabrics for Resort, Spring, and Summer '84. 
this Fair will include novelty and _ basic 
fabrics from Europe and America. There will 
be a collection for women's, men's, and 
children's apparel, as well as home textiles 
and contract furnishings. Exhibit hours: 
April 26, 11-5:30; April 27-28, 9:30-5:30: 
at Pier Expo, 12th Avenue at 48th Street. 
Contact: American European Trade & 
Exhibition Center, 225 West 34th Street, Nev 
York, NY 10001 (tel: 563-5350). 





FASHION ALERT 


ALKE BOKER bills her line of  strong- 
shouldered separates with architectural lines 
and easy proportions as_ clothing for the 
"hip world traveler." Jackets include: 
iridescent poplin with dolman_ sleeves and 
elasticized waist, black jersey blouson 
which tapers to ribbed hip band, trompe 
l'oeil look of tweed vest over big quilted 
poplin sleeves, military look tweed jacket. 
To pair with slim bottoms--grained leather 


skirt, 7/8 leather pant, glen plaid pant, 
or soft skirt. Another strong look: big 
ribbed cashmere sweater with narrow hip 


band. Special features include fine linings 
and details such as leather tabs and_= slim 
pockets. (552 Seventh Avenue, 575-8400). 


AGATHA BROWN has opened her own showroom, 
and designed a collection of very wearable 
dyed-to-match sportswear separates in jewel 
tones and fine fabrics. Included are two- 
piece _—_ silk __ print dresses, pants--pleated 
flannel; suede _ elasticized waist; soft 
leather; dirndl skirt, sweater tops-—all in 
onyx, graphite, topaz, granite, amethyst, 
and _ tourmaline. Knit dresses are trimmed 
with grommets or golden nailheads, smocking 
and suede trim; ribbon embroidery, rhinesto- 
nes, and silver and gold for evening; knits 
best in pearly tones. Of special interest: 
long black lambswool coat with red_ knit 
lining, long sweater jacket in  grey/maroon 
poodle loops; simple drape front dress, and 
a fly-front tapered flannel — skirt--cinched 
at waist and fuller through the hips. (498 
Seventh Avenue, 4th floor, 947-7655).. 


FRANCIS _LAURENT_ designs knitwear in 
luxurious fabrics with unusual ornaments and 
applique. Sweaters and two-piece dresses in 
angora, wools, and _ chenille feature dyed 
mink, snakeskin, jewel encrusted coupe de 
velours on chenille, hand-appliqued  rhi- 
nestone braids, and snakeskin and rhinestone 
buckles. (530 Seventh Avenue, 730-7115). 


MICHAEL SEROY shows a menswear influence 
with strong color focus in cotton and wool 
sweaters, all made in USA. Cotton handknits 


feature neutrals and deep tones in an Amish 
Square, crew neck, shawl collar sweater, and 
cardigan in spruce, natural, berry, black, 
stone, and ruby. Victorian jacquards have a 
softer look with lacy crochet collars and 
slimmer styling for a pullover and cardigan 
in charcoal, rose, plum, spruce. Bold 
buffalo plaid in  ruby/black,  spruce/berry, 
and royal/grey on cardigan, crew, and 49" 
four-button knit skirt coordinate with 
houndstooth pullover or vest. Soft 
houndstooth classic short belted cardigan in 
mohair/alpaca is perfect for suit wear. 
Stained glass look in long, loose, two- 
pocket cardigan in rich, deep tones. (1441 
Broadway, 27th floor, 730-8130). 





MIPEL REPORT 
Leather report from Milan: 
The major trend was more structure with the 
pouchette or clutch the favored _ shape. 
Mixed textures continue strong with suede, 
leather, and_ reptile mixed and_ matched. 
Much crocodile with a matte finish less 
popular than glazed. Shiny crocodile and 
matte leather were mixed for a new casual 
wear look. Colors: black and grey; red cro- 
codile and mocha python look new. 


Outstanding: 
Fan shaped large pleated suede clutch and 


shoulder bags...MISSONI FOR SERGIO LIN. 
Black/taupe rubber luggage, small leather 
goods, and handbags...BASILE FOR REDWALL. 
Mandarina duck rubber coated cotton luggage 
in new shades of mauve & brown...PLASTIMODA. 


STREET SCENE IN MILAN 


Colored __Hosiery: matching, contrasting, 
semi-opaque brights and bright pastels. 


Leather: pants, soft gathered jackets, trim 
on dresses, pants, and_ skirts--mixed with 
cotton poplin, heavy voile. Sweaters: 
multicolors, trimmed, fringed, jewelled 
accents. Shop Windows: stone-washed denim in 
blue, black, teal green...black/white linen 


and cotton. Giorgio Armani shop resembles a 


cathedral--large, hushed, dim, elegant. 


FASHION INTERNATIONAL © NEWS AND VIEWS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FASHION FIELD 


PUBLISHER: Ruth Finley, FASHION CALENDAR 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS: Altce Meyer, Florence & N.Y. 
Eleanor Mutarellt, Rome 
Sherry Bobrovsky, New York 


One-year subscription...$59.00 
Published monthly by FASHION INTERNATIONAL, 


Eleanor Cohen, New York 
Devorah Tedescht, New York 
Etleen O'Donnell, New York 


Six-month subscription...$35.00 


185 E. 85 Street, N.Y. 10028, (212) 289-0420 


